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SUBJECT: VIENNA CONVENTION ON LAW OF TREATIES 

1 . ADDITION OF PHRASE "OR UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW” TO 
SENATE INTERPRETATION AND UNDERSTANDING COULD RESULT 
OTHER PARTIES INQUIRING WHETHER U.S.IS STATING THAT IF 
THE TREATIES CONVENTION DIFFERS FROM CUSTOMARY INTER- 
NATIONAL LAW AS TO THE STANDING, FORCE OR EFFECT OF AN 
AGREEMENT OF THE UNITED STATES THE CUSTOMARY LAW WOULD 
PREVAIL. 

2. THE PROVISIONS IN THE TREATIES CONVENTION WHICH 
CONTAIN THE LARGEST ELEMENTS OF PROGRESSIVE DEVELOPMENT 
RATHER THAN CODIFICATION ARE IN PART V ON INVALIDITY. 

AS THESE PROVISIONS GO TO THE LACK OF STANDING, FORCE OR 
EFFECT OF A TREATY, THE ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE WOULD PROBABLY 
NOT BRING THEM INTO QUESTION. 

3. IF "STANDING, FORCE OR EFFECT” ARE CONSTRUED AS 

RELATING TO THE VALIDITY OF AN AGREEMENT RATHER THAN HAVING 
ANY WIDER APPLICATION, THE FORMULA WOULD BE ONE WE 
COULD LIVE WITH ALTHOUGH THE OBSCURITY CAUSED BY THE 
ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE MIGHT CAUSE SOME COMMENT OR OBJECTION 
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